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Chaddesden Wood  
Local Nature Reserve
and Nature Trail

Welcome to

Looking after Chaddesden Wood

A Local Nature Reserve (LNR) Management Plan 
for Chaddesden Wood was created in 1991 by 
a professional ecologist in conjunction with the 
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. 

The plan is updated every 10 years to ensure the 
woodland is managed using the latest information 
available, and to combine protection of the natural 
heritage with opportunities for people to enjoy, learn 
about and experience nature close to their homes. 

The most recent plan in January 2012 lists the work 
which needs to be carried out over the next 10 years. 

The Friends of Chaddesden Wood
This voluntary group was formed in 2010 with just 
nine members and has since grown to have a large 
following. It works with WildDerby - a Derby City 
Council project. The committee works to:
•	 implement the LNR Management Plan
•	 keep records of wildlife on the site
•	 secure grants
•	 hold events to raise awareness of the wood. 

The group also carries out monthly nature 
conservation tasks. 

The group has completed reports on:
•	 species of birds and bats to be found in the area
•	 invertebrates and amphibians found in the ponds 
•	 the different types of trees and ground cover.  

The Friends of Chaddesden Wood also work in 
partnership with the Oakwood Neighbourhood Board 
to maintain and develop the wood as an important 
resource for the community. This has included 
funding a new nature trail.

Getting involved
Membership is free and open to all ages and abilities. 
To join, contact the group by email or speak to them 
at their monthly task events.

For more information on events, or to get involved 
with the group, visit www.focwood.org.uk 
or email focwood@aol.com 

Chaddesden Wood Nature Conservation

To improve biodiversity, a series of Nature Conservation 
tasks are carried out throughout each season. Work is 
carried out in the woodland itself, the surrounding and 
connecting hedge lines, and the ponds and ditches. Most 
of the work is done during the dormant season (October 
to March) to minimise any impact on the native bluebell 
population and nesting birds. Survey work and education 
activities are carried out throughout the year.

Woodland
To encourage the wood to develop, we have planted trees in 
areas where there has been little or no regeneration of our 
native species. Collecting seeds and propagation (creating 
new plants through cuttings, seeds and bulbs) helps to 
make sure the new planting is sustainable. Invasive species 
such as sycamore, laurel, cotoneaster and snowberry are 
removed from the wood as they compete with the native 
trees. 

Hazel coppicing (cutting down to a stump to make new 
growth) every 10 years prolongs the life of the tree as well 
as creating a more varied habitat for wildlife. In some areas 
birds, bats and bugs struggle to find suitable nest sites and 
putting up artificial shelters can really help.

Hedgerow
Laying the surrounding hedge every 10 years thickens the 
boundary line, promotes strong hedge growth and allows 
differing light levels into the wood. The hedgerows provide 
a source of food and shelter for birds and small mammals, 
and also link otherwise isolated wildlife habitats such as 
Lime Lane Wood. 

Ponds
There are several man-made ponds in the wood which 
provide a habitat for local amphibian populations. Projects 
to maintain and improve the ponds include:
•	 opening up the tree canopy to increase light levels
•	 limiting the damage caused by visitor pressures 
•	 improving water retention.

In partnership with Oakwood Neighbourhood Board 
and Friends of Chaddesden Wood

Spring sceneby Betty Smith

Chaddesden Wood is one of two ancient woodlands in 
Derby, meaning that it has existed continuously for at 
least 400 years. It is nine hectares, or 23 acres in size. 

Derby City Council has owned the woodland since 
1990, and it was declared a Local Nature Reserve 
(LNR) in April 1991. This has ensured it is properly 
protected and managed, as well as enhancing its 
wildlife, recreational and educational value for existing 
and future generations. 

It is believed that Chaddesden Wood has existed since 
the Middle Ages. Records show that George Dethick 
inherited the Chaddesden estate in 1548 from his 
father, John Dethick of Breadsall. The estate contained 
100 acres of pasture and 40 acres of woodland. 

The woodland would have been managed for its timber 
- the trees, especially hazel, would have been regularly 
coppiced - cut back to a stump - and allowed to regrow. 
The timber would have been used as poles for bean 
supports, fencing and firewood as well as timber for 
houses and furniture. During the 18th Century, oak 
trees would have also been used to supply timber for 
wooden ships. 

Chaddesden Wood would also have been used for 
hunting – the trees providing cover for game such as 
deer, pheasants and partridges. 

Open fields surrounded Chaddesden Wood until the early 
1980s when houses were built around it - there is still a 
view onto open countryside from the north side of the 
wood. In 2012, the LNR was extended to include Lime 
Lane Wood off Smalley Drive, increasing its size to 11.61 
hectares, or nearly 30 acres. The two areas are linked by 
about 600 metres of hedgerow and mature oak trees.

How to get to Chaddesden Wood Nature Trail
The trail starts at the main entrance to the wood off 
Springwood Drive, Oakwood. You can park in the 
Oakwood Community Centre car park on Springwood 
Drive, DE21 2RQ. 

For bus services, go to www.derbysbus.info or ring the 
Traveline on 0871 200 22 33. 

History ... 

Oak tree
by Maggie Cooper

Bluebells
by Betty Smith
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Chaddesden Wood 
Nature Trail ... 

1. Stop and look around at the different ages and 
shapes of the oak trees growing in this ancient 
woodland. The large oak tree at this point is around 
100 years old, others are not so old but will almost 
certainly have descended from trees that were 
growing here over 500 years ago.  
 
You can recognise an oak tree by its rugged bark and 
stout twigs. The leaves have a smooth and wavy outline 
and the acorns are easy to recognise.  
 
Many insects live in oak trees - look out for growths 
called ‘galls’ which are the oak’s response to a tiny wasp 
laying its eggs on the tree’s leaves, twigs or roots. 
 
At this point you will also be able to see an example 
of the traditional craft of hedge-laying which helps 
to rejuvenate the hedge by encouraging new growth 
from the base. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Ponds are an important habitat for amphibians and 
aquatic invertebrates. This pond was hand-dug and  

Frogs in the pondby David Winslow

3. The beech trees that you see here are amongst the 
oldest and biggest trees in the woodland. Their leaves 
turn to a rich golden colour in autumn. Beech nuts 
provide food for squirrels and jays – a member of the 
crow family. Compare the smooth bark of the beech to 
the rough bark of the oak trees. A carpet of bluebells 
provides a spectacular display here in the spring.

4.  At this point you 
will find two types 
of deadwood - 
fallen and standing. 
Decomposing dead 
wood is important 
to the ecosystem 
of the wood; it 
provides a habitat 
for insects, birds 
and fungi. You may 
hear woodpeckers 
drumming on the 
standing deadwood. 

5. At this point is a sycamore 
with its five-pointed leaves. 
Sycamores were brought 
to Britain from France in 
the Middle Ages. They 
have since invaded 
many woods, crowding 
out our native trees. In 
autumn you’ll notice 
the sycamore’s winged 
seeds, behaving like 
miniature helicopters 
as they blow away. 
Regular sycamore 
removal is undertaken as part of the 
woodland management plan. If you look towards the 
centre of the wood you may see or hear jackdaws; 
they roost and nest in holes in the trees.  

6. The evergreen bushes with leathery leaves are 
rhododendron. This particular kind was brought 
here 200 years ago from Russia. It has spread from 
gardens, taking over many of our woods. Fortunately, 
it doesn’t do well in Chaddesden Wood. The parallel 
ridges on the ground are evidence of ridge and 
furrow due to ploughing, probably carried out during 
Medieval times.

7. In spring, the hazel tree here has long dangling male 
catkins. In summer, it has large hairy tooth-edged 
leaves. A traditional cycle of hazel coppicing is still 
undertaken as part of the woodland management 
plan. Purple hairstreak butterflies can be seen on 
warm summer evenings collecting honeydew from the 
top of oak trees in this area. On a clear day, the view 
from here extends northwards towards the hills of the 
Peak District.

8. Notice that only the lower leaves of the holly bushes 
have prickles. These sharp spines deter animals from 
eating the leaves.  In spring male and female flowers 
are borne on different trees. Only the trees with 
female flowers will produce the red berries we value 
so much as a Christmas decoration.   

9. The tree with the gleaming white bark is a silver birch. 
They rarely grow to a great age because they become 
infected by the birch bracket fungus. Look out for 
the white, bun-like, spore producing structures of the 
fungus on the trunks of larger birches. The bright red 
and white-flecked ‘toadstool’ fungus, the fly agaric, 
can sometimes be seen in autumn on the ground 
surrounding silver birches. Caution - very poisonous.
 

10. The evergreen trees here are scots pine. Bracken 
grows thickly during spring and summer. It spreads 
great distances by means of underground stems 
which produce huge leaves, called fronds. Bracken is 
controlled by trampling and beating down the young 
shoots during spring to prevent it smothering more 
delicate plants and young trees.

Bluebells in Spring

by Betty Smith

Nature Trail

Point of Interest

Woodland
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Housing
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Suitable for manual 
wheelchair users 
(with assistance)

A Great-Spotted Woodpecker
by Ian Bradley

A pair of Jackdaws in Winter by Ian Bradley

clay-puddled some 
years ago, but still 
has water retention 
problems due to the 
woodland setting. 
The pond has a 
thriving common 
frog population and 
tadpoles can be 
seen in the spring.    
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Oak leaves 
by Friends of Littleover Parks

Purple Hairstreak Butterfly 

by Quercus2.co.uk

Fungi by Derek Golson
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Scots Pine
by Betty Smith
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